The Industrial Revolution

The Transformation of New England
The Industrial Revolution in New England
· Until the early 1800s, most Americans were ____________ and worked at ___________​___

· Growing food

· Making clothes

· Making tools and furniture

· The Industrial Revolution in New England began around 1800 and followed the Industrial 

Revolution in __________________, which used water power, machines, and factories to

 produce goods quicker, easier, & cheaper.

Why did the Industrial Revolution take hold in New England?

1. Many farmers in New England were willing to give up farming for new jobs in factories and 

mills because of poor ____________ conditions in the area;

2. New England had many _______________ that could support machines operated by using 

_______________power;

3. New England was close to natural resources like iron and coal (found in abundance in 

Pennsylvania);

4. New England had several large _______________from which to ship finished goods to market 

in Europe and beyond.

New Technologies

· The invention of new machines like the __________________, the ___________________, and 

the _____________________ made the production of ________________________ (or cloth) 

faster and cheaper.

The Cotton Gin

· In 1793 Eli Whitney of Westborough, Massachusetts invented the _____________________.

· The cotton gin was a simple machine that removed the __________________ from cotton fibers.

· Overnight, cotton production in the south rose dramatically and the demand for 

__________________ increased significantly.

· Cotton production needed cheap labor to meet the new demands of the textile mills of New England and Europe.

· From 1790-1820 cotton production in the south rose from 3,000 to 300,000 bales per year.

· Cotton pushed settlers towards fertile land on the western frontier.

Slater’s Mill

· In 1793, Samuel Slater opened his first American mill along the _____________________ River 

in _____________________, R.I.

· Slater memorized plans of a mill he had worked in while in England

· In England, it was highly illegal to share such information, especially to the U.S.

· The major steps of production at Slater’s Mill were:

· ______________ the raw cotton and turn it into yarn;

· Spin the yarn into ________________;

· Use looms to _______________ (or interlace) threads into coarse _______________ or fabric;

· Measure and batch the cloth for _______________ (using vegetable dyes).

The Lowell Mills

· In 1814, Francis Cabot Lowell improved upon the ideas of Slater and opened up a mill along the 

_______________________ River in Lowell, Massachusetts.

· Lowell brought all functions in the textile production process under one roof.  This became 

known as the “___________________ system.”

· The factory system increased efficiency and was cheaper. This increased profits for business owners.

· Many _________________ and _____________________ were recruited and worked long 

house in the textile industry in Lawrence and Lowell, Massachusetts.


Business Corporations

· The Industrial Revolution in New England required a large ______________ force that lived in 

close proximity to the textile mills. Quickly, mill owners began the construction of factory 

buildings, mill housing, and mill stores and markets to service the needs of their employees and 

families.

· To help fund these projects, businessmen and investors began investing _________________, or 

money, in textile businesses in New England in exchange for shares of ________________

 (ownership interests) in a particular company (stockholders shared in the losses and profits of a 

company).

· This formed the basis of the modern _________________System in America.

Mill Towns Emerge

· The _____________________ also promoted the Industrial Revolution in New England.

· Under the _____________________ System, people and corporations were free to buy, sell, or 

produce whatever they wanted.

· Laws were passed to encourage business development:

· Low _______________

· Minimal __________________ on working conditions

· Laws that promoted competition

· Patent Laws


· However, problems arose due to the rapid development of towns and cities along New England’s rivers:

· No ________________

· No paved roads

· No _________________departments to fight frequent fires


· Pollution

· ______________________, which spread from farm animals in close proximity to humans

From Village to Factory Simulation
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